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Response to Amendment 

The declaration under 37 CFR 1 .132 filed 2/16/05 is sufficient to overcome the 
rejection of claim 1 1 based upon 35 USC 103(a). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-10,12,13,15-22 and 31-38 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The related prior arts are EP 0 630 675 A1 , EP 0 267 286 A1 , Onishi et al (US 
5,547,576), Gsell et al (US 5,258,127) and Pall et al (US 4,880,548). 

EP'286 in view of EP'675 and Onishi teaches all the elements of claim 1 and 32 
except the zeta potential being negative to all the filter layers. Even if the 'EP'286 ref 
may be considered as having negative zeta potential (membrane from HEMA and 
DEAMA), the other layers from the other two references would not produce a negative 
zeta potential in the membrane resulting from the combination of the references. 
Gsell'127 teaches making membranes having surface nitrogen and oxygen using 
plasma, but does not teach the specific ratio of the surface N/O ratio and the zeta 
potential. Pall '548 teaches membranes having OH and carboxylate groups and having 
negative zeta potentials, but does not teach membranes with surface having nitrogen. 
Combining Gsell and Pall references together and/or with the other references would 
not provide all the limitations of the claims. Remaining claims depend from claims 1 or 
32 and therefore are allowable. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Krishnan S Menon whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1 143. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wanda L Walker can be reached on 571-272-1 151 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 

W. L. WALKER 

Krishnan Menon supervisory patent examiner 

Patent Examiner technology center 1700 



